[Acute biliary and alcoholic pancreatitis: two different diseases?].
An analysis of 174 patients with an acute biliary or alcoholic pancreatitis who were admitted to the Surgical University Clinic Mannheim from 1986 until 1989 showed significant differences in the course of the disease and surgical treatment. 77.2% of our patients with an acute alcoholic pancreatitis were men. Mean age of all patients was 45.7 years. 72.3% of our patients had a mild pancreatitis and 27.7% a necrotising pancreatitis. In 26.8% of the patients an operation was necessary (necrosectomy, lavage of the lesser sac). In 35% of these patients occurred complications. Total lethality was 9.9% (mild pancreatitis: 0%, severe pancreatitis: 17.6% and total necrosis of the pancreas: 63.6%). 58.9% of our patients with an acute biliary pancreatitis were women. Mean age of all patients was 62.4 years. In 50% of all cases an operation was necessary (in most cases cholecystectomy and extraction of a prepapillary concrement but also necrosectomy and lavage of the lesser sac). In 17% of these patients occurred complications. Total lethality was 11.0% (mild pancreatitis: 0%, severe pancreatitis 8.3% and total necrosis: 77.7%). The conclusion is a surgical therapy depending of the cause of the pancreatitis and also a different prognosis of the disease.